
  THE GPU: CALSON FIELD DISCUSSION ON APRIL 19, 2012 AT THE FIREHOUSE 

By Ron and Sheryl Calson 

 

It has been more 17 years since we purchased this private property currently noted as the “Calson Field” in the 

Pacifica General Plan Update (GPU).  The General Plan Consultant after public meetings presented 3 

alternatives to the Planning Commission suggesting a park, hotel, commercial, high and medium density 

housing. We disagreed! The Planning Commissioners said no hotel, no commercial, no high density housing 

instead they recommended limited housing and a park. We agreed! We argued for small scale limited housing 

that blended in with the neighborhood, and a park with coastal access. At the October 10, 2011 the City Council 

meeting it was proposed there be a study session including the Pedro Point Community to hear their views.  

We encourage you to come to the PPCA meeting April 19 for this discussion.   

 

Background:  The “field” is a part of the original San Pedro Terrace by the Sea, a residential subdivision, the 

same as all your homes are. Why then is the field zoned Commercial Recreational (CR)?  The 1980 General 

Plan said the field and all the properties between Danman and Highway One, San Pedro Avenue and the ocean 

berm be assembled into a commercial center. CR zoning permits motel, hotel, retail, office, assisted living, 

mixed use defined for up to 115 residential units and commercial or campgrounds, miniature golf, stables, 

arcade, restaurant, bar, theater, retail, campgrounds, retail, office, car wash, special care facilities, etc. We have 

looked forward to the GPU for new zoning as CR in the community surveys, planning consultants and in our 

opinion is not a good fit for the neighborhood. Check the City Planning website for Commercial District 

regulations.  http://www.cityofpacifica.org/depts/planning/zoning_handouts/default.asp 

 

Shortly after we purchased the property, we met with our neighbors to hear their preferences for the field. Most 

wanted a park. Of the various ideas offered and after 3 surveys were taken, 1 by us and 2 by the PPIA, the 

biggest vote getter was always for homes and a park. We agree with the Planning Commission, the most 

compatible use is housing which can provide the land, construct a neighborhood park, improve coastal access 

and drainage runoff.  New small scale, coastal homes with a park for the neighborhood would strengthen 

property values for all, (see sample renderings below). 

 

 

 

 

Planning for the study session:  At the November 17, 2011  PPCA meeting, it was moved and approved that a 

special meeting be held in the near future for the neighborhood to discuss the property and the proposed 

changes to the zoning.  A list of questions by residents is being kept.  An announcement was to be sent as to 

when the question period will end.  And it was proposed that the Pacifica Director of Planning, George White, 

should be invited.  Planning Director White can help the community better understand the zoning.  The meeting 

is now scheduled for April 19, 2012, 7:30 pm at the Firehouse. Solutions can be found to the use of the field, 

community infrastructure, park, coastal trail, beach access, storm water issues for the community, the City and 

the owners. We believe there is a common viewpoint in moving forward, one that supports the community, the 

city, and us as private property owners and potential future residents.   

http://www.cityofpacifica.org/depts/planning/zoning_handouts/default.asp

