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After countless hours of dreaming, planning, fund-raising, and finally building, our new playground 
is complete and open as a gathering place for our community’s children.  

We asked the two coordinators, Camille and Jennifer, to share their perspectives.

When I started the PPPG I could only hope that we would be 
where we are now with a beautiful playground and a growing 
group of parents that I treasure as friends and as a support 
system . Being a part of this playground was an experience I 
will treasure, not only for the accomplishment and the way it 
brought the community together, but for the memory of that 
first squeal of joy from my daughter Hannah when she saw it. 
THANK YOU Camille for igniting such a bright flame, for you 
and your families tireless commitment and to EVERYONE who 
donated, volunteered and contributed their time, resources 
and LOVE to this project. We spoke so many times about the 
vision of a one-of-a-kind place and it could not have turned 
out better. It was always about creating a legacy for the kids, 
built on the foundations of what Pedro Point stands for and 
what this special neighborhood means to all of us. 

Spring is here so lets celebrate with our kids, enjoy and be 
proud of what was accomplished! Built by community for 
community. My nephew pretty much summed it up recently 
when he said ”Man, you can just really see and feel the love 
that went into every piece of this playground. 

If you want to join the parents group as always shoot me an 
email at simplygraphic@comcast.net and I will add you to the 
yahoo group. See you at the playground!!

- Jennifer Hoover, Pedro Point Parents Group

What a huge transformation has taken place in the yard be-
hind the Firehouse. For any of you driving home into Pedro, 
you are now welcomed by the friendly Wave of the new 
Playground, as well as from some new friends you may have 
made during the week of the build!
After years of brainstorming ideas, researching information, 
and raising the necessary funds to bring this dream to frui-
tion, the final phase of a community “barn raising” project 
took place this spring, during the week of February 25-March 
3.
It would be hard not to notice the “small city’ of hustling and 
bustling workers, large equipment and overhead lighting 
that was needed during the construction of this grand new 
playground. We were joined by a design team from Ithica, 
New York, Dave and Lee, from Play by Design. They, with the 
masterful coordination of Andy Anderson, acted as musical 
conductors, beautifully executing the compilation, of rhythm 
and beats, that came from a group of 20 or more instru-
ments, such as hammers, routers, saws and drills. It was an 
encompassing sound that was joined with laughter, and like 
any song can, transformed the energy of all who heard its 
tune. Our elders, side by side with our youth, longtime neigh-
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bors working hand in hand with newcomers, and second and 
third generation Pedro Families, all united to be a part of not 
only the visual and physical creation of the playground itself, 
but also the magical connection that was shared in process!
The shared empowerment of just the “workforce of women” in 
the tool station was in itself, a joy to witness and be a part of!
For those who were involved, the level of pride, common 
ground and good energy, were rewarded in an immeasur-
able amount, and for those who were not involved, they will 
never know how special and one of a kind this experience 
has been!! Having such a beautiful playground was obviously 
our first goal in the beginning, but in the end, it was almost a 
secondary gift compared to the joy we shared in the process! 
The new playground is such a representation of who we are 
as a community, and weaves together the talents of so many 
people. Reflecting on the finished product, it is obvious that 
we found the right fit, for our community, and we are get-
ting such positive feedback from everyone who sees it! It is 
more than a place for our kids to play and grow, it is where 
our neighborhood will grow, share a connection, and reflect 
pride in all of the aspects of art, love, and personal touch that 
it holds! Continued on page 5, Camille



 

PPCA Minutes: thursdAy, JAnuAry 24th
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Well, it’s been a very productive first quarter of 2013 for PPCA!  The playground behind the Firehouse is finished 
and looks fantastic!  This project has been over 4 years in the making and is the brainchild of Camille Keating.  Thanks 
Camille for being so patient and persistent: the reward is a beautiful, thematic playground that is very representative 
of our neighborhood by the sea.  Also thanks to the many neighbors involved who spent countless hours in organiz-
ing work parties and those who joined in those work parties.  Also thanks to the businesses that donated materials, 
supplies, and tools for the project.  Without your help, we could not have been able to get the project finished in such 
a short time frame.
In addition to the playground opening, we have the Devil’s Slide Tunnel open!  A magnificent feat of engineering it 
is, making travel up and down the coast much safer.  With the tunnel opening, the previous section of Highway 1 will 
soon be open to bicycle and foot traffic, and will connect Pedro Point Headlands with Mount Montara.
Speaking of the Pedro Point Headlands, the Pacifica Land Trust has been very active this quarter revegitating portions 
of the Headlands that were once destroyed by erosion caused by off-road motorcycles.  Working in conjunction with 
San Francisco State University, the PLT is conducting a study of native plant revegitation on the Headlands.
A lot has been going on, and more to come – movie nights, moveable feasts, potlucks, Chili Cook-Offs…  Come on 

down to the Firehouse and see what’s happening!      - Bruce Ferry

The meeting was called to order at 7:30.  Absent were Michael Martin, 
Robin Jaquith and Ron Calson.
The minutes were approved subject to removal of names.
The treasurer’s report was approved. We’re doing okay.
Committee reports:
1. Firehouse:
The cleanup of the firehouse is proceeding.  The downstairs carpet has 
been removed. Work is still needed downstairs if the space is to be us-
able.  Do we want to improve the space to rent it out?
We have removed the phone line. The problem with the electricity has 
been resolved but we still need to work on lighting.  
2.  Playground:
The build out is scheduled for the last week of February. It is hoped to 
have 20 people per 3-4 hour shift per day to work on the construction, 
plus a crew to provide meals and snacks each day.
Funds for maintenance will be required but the structure is built from 
low maintenance materials.
3. Events
The next scheduled event is movie night on Saturday, April 19th.  Steve 
(Last name?Brown?) will be showing more of his vintage rock and roll 
video. Help will be needed.
The chili cook off is scheduled for the 3rd Sunday in August (August 
18th)
We would like to hold another progressive dinner this year but need to 
think about what changes to make to the event in order to make it more 
inclusive.
Are there other social events we can hold as fundraisers for PPCA that 
would be more family-friendly.  Sunday morning breakfasts?
New Business
The condition of our streets was discussed.  The city has a total of 
$200,000 to spend on street repair for the whole city.  Since Pedro Point 
had substandard streets before incorporation, the city states it is not 

PPCA BOARD MEETING Agenda
Thursday, April 18, 2013, 7:00 PM 

Pedro Point Firehouse

 I.    Call to Order and Roll Call
 II.   Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes
 III.  Firehouse Committee Report
 IV.  Treasurer’s Report
 V.   Pedro Point Parents Group Committee

 a. Playground Project
 VI.   Events and Fundraising Committee
 VIII. Walk in New Business

  IX.    Adjournment

responsible for upgrading.  The only upgrades 
that have occurred have been paid for by either 
individual property developers or groups of 
neighbors.
Marcia mentioned that she is interested in 
discussing the concept of “aging in place” for 
residents of Pedro Point as we have many se-
niors living on their own.  She is seeking other 
interested parties.
CORRECTION TO LAST NEWSLETTER:
The letter to the city concerning the Calson 
property is still in draft form and has not been 
sent; the statement in the newsletter that it was 
sent was incorrect.  Additional corrections need 
to be made.  They will be worked on and the let-
ter sent in the near future.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50.

- Respectfully Submitted, Marcia Settel, Secretary

President’s Message
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Earth Day is Coming!
Join us in Taking A Bite Out Of Litter, 
Gardening and Restoring Habitat on 
Saturday, April 20th.   Pacifica will 
be celebrating the 43rd Anniversary 
of Earth Day with the Pacifica Beach 
Coalition’s 9th Annual City-wide Day 
of Action event and festival. Action 
will be from 9-11.30 and a Festival 
will follow at Linda Mar State Beach 
with a 3 live bands, a circus, kids activities, environmental booths, and refreshments. 8000 
or more volunteers are expected to take action  this
year. We hope you will be one of them. A number of projects are planned for the Pedro 
Point area, as shown below.

• Restoration of the Pedro Point Headlands - meet at the Pedro Point Firehouse and 
car pool to the site at 8.45

• Pedro Point Firehouse Playstructure (to be confirmed)
•  San Pedro Creek - meet at the Pedro Point Shopping center next to the creek 

mouth
• Parking lot above Danmann street (site captain needed here)
• Pacifica Community Center - meet in the west parking lot by the Portola statue
• Linda Mar State Beach Cleanup (meet at the seawall just north of Taco Bell
• Linda Mar State Beach Habitat Restoration meet in the    Community Center park-

ing lot - by the Portola Statue
•  Linda Mar Park and Ride

Be a site captain for the project of your choice - go to www.pacificabeachcoalition.org to 
sign up.       - Lynn Adams

PEDRO POINT HEADLANDS STEWARDSHIP NEWS
    The Pedro Point Headlands are in the 
news, Bay Nature.org news, for the work 
stewards are doing there under the direc-
tion of the Pacifica Land Trust with fund-
ing from the CA Coastal Conservancy and 
support from the Pedro Point Commu-
nity Association.  Check it out at http://
baynature.org/articles/pedro-points-
transformation-for-wildlife-and-people/
With the tunnel opening and easier, safer 
access coming soon, even more people 
will be discovering the Headlands.  We 
hope you are one of them and a fun, easy 
way to do so is to join one of the Head-

lands restoration days or bird or native plant hikes.  
     Since January a major erosion control - re-vegetation 
project has begun.  Three major eroded slopes on the 
Middle Ridge were first covered with rice straw and natu-
ral landscape fabric.  Then volunteers planted 30 islands 
of plants with 32 plants each all placed in a random 
sequence.  30 additional plots were marked and kept 
unplanted.  Half of these 60 plots then were covered with 
“duff” from the surrounding vegetation. The idea is to do 

“adaptive management” to see what combination is best and to hopefully incorporate 
these measures in future erosion control activities
     Please join us at any of the upcoming work days.  With the tunnel opening, who 
knows, we may be able to tackle the invasive species off of Hwy 1 over Devils Slide now 
that the tunnel has opened.         - Lynn Adams

Future Work Days
10-1:30 unless otherwise noted

April 20th (w. Earth Day, 9-11:30)
• May 19th 
• June 30th
• July 29th
• August 25th

Board
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Firehouse Film Series Presents Steve Brown’s 
“Flashback Jam - Second Helping”

This year’s show Steve shares some more of his filmed 
live performances from the Grateful Dead, Santana, 
C.S.N.& Y., Bonnie Raitt, Little Feat, John Cipollina, David 
Nelson and acoustic Garcia and Weir. New additions 
this time include; The Band, Los Lobos, Harvey Mandel 
and The Sundogs. Stories from Bob Weir, Marty Balin, 
Uncle Bill and Jerry Garcia. Pacifican Craig Corwin reads 
his 1967 letter from Jerry. Other features are Poet Allen 
Cohen, a trip to Burning Man and inside Lee Parvin’s 
Studio with the Sundogs. 

This second film has longer song segments, name 
graphics (you’re welcome) and a brief intermission.  
Appearances by Ken Nordine, Alton Kelley, Guy Clark, 
Robin Williams and the ubiquitous Rambin’ Jack. A little 
bit of Journey, the Sundogs stirring up Slim’s and Neil 
Young’s “Forever Young” with the Grateful Dead is pret-
ty amazing. Come and enjoy! Poster by David Alonso.

Details: Friday April 19th, 7PM at the Pedro Point 
Firehouse, 1221 Danmann Ave.  

Tickets at the door $10.  Snacks and beverages will be 
available.   - Danny Estrella

Pacificans Care Casino Night: May 4th  
Knock three times and mark your calendars for a night of fun and fortune on Saturday, May 4th from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 pm at the 
Pacificans Care 6th annual Casino Night, ‘Speakeasy style’, at Visions Seaside Spa, 1009 Terra Nova Blvd.  Tickets for this fun event are 
$40 prior to the event and $50 at the door.  Pacificans Care served as the fiscal agent for PPCA’s playground build and this is a great 
way for Pedro Point to support Pacificans Care in return.
This year’s celebration of the Roaring Twenties turns Casino Night into a win-win for you and the community.  Proceeds from the 
event support social services in Pacifica including the Youth Service Bureau, Pacifica Resource Center, Pacifica Senior Services, Paci-
fica Child Care and projects like our playground.
Play the Blackjack, Craps and Roulette tables to win great prizes. Compete in the Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament, bid on fabulous 
trips, gift certificates and baskets during the silent auction, or take a chance in the famous Truffle Raffle where everyone is a winner!  
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and desserts will be available all night to celebrate along with beer, wine, margaritas, our famous 
“Speakeasy Special” and bottled water for purchase.  Special thanks go to our first “Ace of Spades” sponsor, Recology of the Coast 
for their support of the event.
For tickets or more information about the event, contact Pacificans Care board members and Pedro Point residents Ginny Jaquith 
at 650-355-0805 or Christine Stahl at 650-868-0461 or Bruce Banco, President, Pacificans Care at (650) 355-4479 or email Bruce at 
bbanco@aol.com.  Tickets are also available at Visions Seaside Spa.  Visit www.pacificans-care.com for more information about Ca-
sino Night and the great work that Pacificans Care does as Pacifica’s community foundation.   - Ginny Jaquith

Save the Date!
The 5th Annual Pacifica Chili Cook-Off 

is coming Sunday August 18th.  
Get your recipes and Chili Pots Ready!  
For questions or to join the organizing 

committee (free food!) contact Bruce Ferry at 
cherieandbruce@gmail.com 

or call 557-1491.

2012 Winners 3 lbs Sterling celebrate another win

committee (free food!) contact Bruce Ferry at 



This process could not have happened 
without the efforts of so many who 
deserve recognition. To Play by Design, 
Thank you for allowing this dream to be 
realized; for working with us to tweak 
the design to meet our needs, for the 
countless phone calls and emails, and 
especially for being present and easy 
going during the building process. Our 
community is that much richer with the 
soulful joining place we have created.
To my sister Shona, and her husband 
Andy who have been instrumental in 
every part of the building process, and 
every detail since. They were first hand 
collaborators, fund raisers, voices of reason, and root of so much joy and laughter during the process, I am always inspired by 
your ability to add positivity and camaraderie to any situation! You are both amazing!
 Jennifer Hoover, who found Play by Design, partnered with me through every effort in the preparation of this journey, and 
whose friendship and dedication to our children, persevered some of the challenges along the way~this would not have arrived 
without your team player attitude! 
To my family who supported this project with continued encouragement over the last few years, and my Dad for the input in 
every detail of artwork, spirit, and plain old elbow grease! This project reflects the Aloha spirit we all share, and was the product 
of that spirit being shared into our larger neighborhood Ohana! Thank you for your guidance and love!
For the hard work and dedication of the following friends, your efforts and energy will not be forgotten! Andy Anderson, Penny 
Dick and Shona Keating, Jason Grochowski, Chuck and Barbara Reiker, Ryan Doleschal, Shawn Rhodes, Walter and Christy Allen, 
and Dave Colt, you were the major workforce in making this happen!
Jeremy and Jennifer Hoover, Jessica Anthony and Mike Morasky, Kristy Rolke, Shelby and Jill Grochowski, Clint and Lisa Engler, 
Jeremiah Johnson, Jim and Julie Arnaudo, Lexie Jungbluth, I look forward to our kids enjoying our creation for years to come! 
Kevin Ancell for gracing our structure with your magical paintbrush! To Shanna Yonenaka, who not only brought the bright 
smile we have known and grown used to as a longtime resident, but for proving yourself to be a “Routing Queen” and force to 
reckon with, day after day, I hope to have a pinch of your energy and endurance when I reach 70! 
A special thank you to the neighbors who donated delicious meals for our workers, and especially to Cherie Chan for champion-
ing the food coordination, and creating an effortless transition from morning donuts and coffee, to 4 course dinners~ the shared 
experience of eating together as a “large family” was one of the highlights of each day’s build! Thank you for your organization 
and follow through on this large task!
To Pacificans Care representative, Bruce Banco for not only partnering with the PPCA to help fund this project, but stepping up 
to be the happy, helpful tool liaison between each worker, and the endless need for a new drill bit, battery, cord, or sense of 
direction, your were a part of this job that we did not know we needed, and could not have operated without! You created ease 
in getting each person what he or she needed and that was HUGE! We have missed you, every day we have spent finalizing the 
playground, looking for that certain tool!
To the PPCA board for allowing us to follow through with our creative vision of this project, and especially Danny Estrella for 
joining in and sharing the passion of this project.
Lastly, to our new neighbors, Ron and Amy Prichard, who graciously allowed for us to set up shop in their spacious, and LEVEL 
driveway, we are lucky to have had such generous and helpful people move in next door, and welcome your family to our neigh-
borhood!
I know I must have left out a few people in the chaos of the build (and in the exhaustion of so many long days spent in the 
playground since) but it took the effort of ALL of you~ and your efforts are rewarded with gratitude and the great sense of com-
munity we share!
To all of the local businesses for donating food, funds and materials to make this happen; Precision Tree Care, Anderson Swim 
School, Nick’s Restaurant, Ace Hardware, Schmmick Construction, NorCal Surf shop, Sirens, Margaret Tassi and Clay Creations, 
Toast Catering, Mazzettis Bakery, Gorilla BBQ, Save More meats, The Surfspot, Oceana Market, Trader Joe’s and so many more~ 
WOW! What a wonderful representation of businesses backing community! Thank You!
In closing, this has been an experience I will not soon forget! I could not be more pleased at the final accomplishment of this 
beautiful creation, and am so proud to have helped spearhead the project, and be part of this neighborhood we all know is SO 
special!
To my daughter Kai, and to all our (inner) children, NOW LET’S PLAY!       ~Camille Keating
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Continued from page 1, Camille
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PEDRO POINT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
1227 DANMANN AVENUE, PACIFICA, CA 94044

February 14, 2013

Pacifica City Council
170 Santa Maria Avenue
Pacifica, CA 94044

Calson Field Recommendation

Over the past year the Pedro Point neighborhood, through the Pedro Point Community Association (PPCA), has 
had several discussions with the owners of the Calson Field culminating in a special neighborhood meeting held on 
November 4, 2012.  Based on the public input from the residents and land owners of the Pedro Point community 
the board members of the PPCA voted to make this recommendation to you, the Pacifica City Council:

The PPCA voted for a motion to support that the 5 acre lot known as the "Calson Field" remain in its cur-
rent zoning of Commercial-Recreational. The proposed Commercial Recreation designation in the current 
Draft General Plan is intended for land use that would remain in a primarily undeveloped state but would 
allow for limited commercial establishments supporting recreational uses in keeping with the enjoyment of 
the beach and community character.

The PPCA also voted against a motion that the property be re-zoned as Residential.

The PPCA requested community input regarding the use of the Calson Field on four separate occasions:  

April 19, 2012 at its public quarterly board meeting
July 19, 2012 at its public quarterly board meeting
October 18, 2012 at its public quarterly board meeting
November 4, 2012 at a special meeting to discuss community preferences for the Calson Field land use. 

These meetings were well publicized in the PPCA's quarterly newsletter that is mailed to all residents and prop-
erty owners of Pedro Point, including the businesses in the Pedro Point Shopping Center.  The November 4, 2012 
meeting was conducted under direction from the city council to assure there was no question of full inclusion of the 
owners of the Calson Field and full input of the Pedro Point neighborhood to recommend what the best use of the 
property would be to the community and the City of Pacifica.

At the special meeting on November 4, George White, head of the City planning department, explained the current 
zoning of the field, gave a brief overview of the General Plan Update (GPU) process and specific project approval 
process for any project development, and then answered numerous questions about the process, zoning, and 
potential uses for the field.  We are very thankful to George for attending the meeting and giving all who attended a 
greater insight into the GPU process.  The PPCA also contracted a facilitator, Tim Dunkin, who has been previously 
contracted by the City of Pacifica to assure an open dialogue for all concerned parties.

There were several zoning recommendations and ideas presented both by the owners of the Calson Field as well 
as residents of the Pedro Point community at these various meetings. To follow is a summary of those ideas, listed 
in order of community support/preference:  

CORRECTION
The PPCA held a special meeting on November 4, 2012 in order to discuss zoning of the undeveloped five-
acre parcels on San Pedro Avenue. The Pacifica City Council had asked the PPCA to weigh in on the issue of 
the zoning of the property and as a result of the meeting, a letter was sent to the City Council expressing our 
position. The letter as printed in the January 2013 newsletter was still in draft form, and had not been sent 
to the City council as stated.  
This updated letter, as approved by the board sent to the City Council this February, is reprinted in its en-
tirety below:
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Commercial Recreational with an emphasis on recreational businesses serving the soon to become coastal 
trail and Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) of the Pedro Point Headlands and Linda Mar 
beach.  The type of businesses associated with the commercial recreational zoning that were discussed 
were:

 Bike/Skate rental
 Educational/Agri-Tourism Farm Stand
 Surf Museum
 Native Plant Nursery
 Beer/Wine Garden
 Zen Garden/Meditation Center
 Party-Play place/Pony Rides
 Outdoor Event Space

Open Space/protected wetland
Part low density residential housing with part open space park

As president of the PPCA, I feel that we have made great efforts to reach out to the Pedro Point Community to 
seek their input and ideas, and have fostered an open and honest discussion with the Calson family, including 
electing Ron Calson to our current Board.  The special meeting on November 4 was attended by many neighbors, 
some long-time residents, some brand new to our community.  

The resulting recommendation to support land use consistent with the current Commercial Recreational zoning 
was voiced by the vast majority of residents attending that meeting, as well as other PPCA meetings held over the 
past year.  The board believes that we have the best interest of our neighborhood for what is compatible, within 
the character of Pedro Point, and that the commercial recreational designation is the best economic option for the 
city of Pacifica on this property.

On behalf of the Board of the Pedro Point Community Association,
        Bruce F. Ferry, CPA
        President

Next Potluck!  Friday, May 17th, 6:30 p.m. at the Firehouse

Good food, good conversation . . . come meet your neighbors . . . get involved in your commu-
nity . . . no charge
 Come celebrate the end of spring and longer days in the playground with your neighbors. 
Bring a dish to share. Bottles of wine always welcome.

If your last name begins with the following let-
ter, please bring the following: 

 A - H   Main dish

  I - R    Appetizers and sides

  S - Z    Dessert

 

We’ll supply paper plates and flatware, or bring your own reusable place setting and save a 
tree!  Wine, beer, water and coffee will be available. 

Questions? Contact Marcia Settel:  355-8731 or gilset1158@gmail.com
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